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Argentina is today in the path of human rights and sexual diversity. Is in that context that the Human Rights Promotion 
Subsecretary of the Human Rights Nation Secretary convocates to the “Asterisco” Festival, first Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transexual, Intersexual and Queer movie Festival.

Since the last decade, our country is expanding rights and working towards total diversity inclusion. Is in that matter, that 
Argentina is vanguard in the region: we are the first country in Latin America that approved the law of “Matrimonio 
Igualitario” proposed by the ex President Nestor Kirchner, that allows couples of the same genre to get legally married. 
This action goes in consonance with the political decision of building a society where everyone can develop their lifetimes 
with liberty and dignity.

Beyond the law of “Matrimonio Igualitario”, we can also mention the law of “Identidad de Género”, that allows Trans and 
Intersexuals to legally change their names, and the recognition of diverse families, with access to all legal rights accorded 
with the policies of human rights of Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner´s government.

However, these achievements require the accompaniment of a deep cultural change. Cinema is an essential tool, not only 
for entertaining, but also for ideological and emotional education/training of everyone.

Cinema interpellates us from all senses. To project in widescreen a movie that includes this kind of topics, is a way of 
projecting in the conscience of thousands of spectators other realities that are already part of everyday life.
After 30 years of democracy, we celebrate the attainment from the first Asterisco Festival, that will help to promote the 
discussion and reflexion about production, as well as the diffusion and research of national and international cinema, so 
that rights in sexual diversity can finally turn visible for all the people.

PROLOGUE 

The Human Rights Office convenes the Festival Asterisco.

INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL ON SEXUAL DIVERSITY

WITHOUT BORDERS

ASTERISCO is an international film 
festival about sexual diversity. It is to 
celebrate the diverse and many ways 
of being and loving in the world; 
forming relationships and families, and 
living in equality and with respect for 
differences. 

ASTERISCO is a film festival whose 
natural place is Argentina, where full 
citizenship includes everyone. It is 
country seen around the world as one 
that is at the vanguard of civil rights, 
with laws covering same-sex marriage, 
gender identity and access to assisted 
fertilization. These are laws that 
without restricting the rights of 
anyone, have widened the recognition 
for sectors of society that have been 
historically marginalized, such as the 
lesbian, gay, trans, bisexual and 
intersexual population. These are laws 
that in order to be fully applied require 
profound cultural changes and it is 
there that cultural and artistic 
expression can help break down 
symbolic boundaries that still separate 
the minority from the majority in our 
society. 

ASTERISCO, the name of the festival, 
is a declaration of principles. The * is a 
way to include diversity in language, 
the use of the * avoids demarking 
gender in the Spanish language and is 
a strategy to include all identities. 

ASTERISCO is a festival destined to 
cross frontiers, to thrill those are 
unprepared and move those in fear, 
because that is what film does - it 
makes us experience for ourselves 
something that seems to be so 
distant. For over an hour we live and 
experience a part of the world that we 
did not believe ourselves to be in. It is 
also part of the aim to represent 
different areas of our country because 
it is clear that problems and life stories 
differ greatly depending on where they 
take place. We know that the 
boundaries we have mentioned are 
harder to break down the further we 
move away from major urban areas.
 
ASTERISCO will be a meeting point for 
filmmakers, activists and the public 
where everyone can unfold their 
questions and concerns. We will find 
some answers, but above all we will 
find new questions to ask. 

Albertina Carri

INVENTING THE INVENTORY

There has been a paradigm shift in 
Argentina in recent years, with 
changes to the law considering sexual 
diversity as a human right, promoting 
same-sex marriage and gender 
identity laws as a basis for social 
change. It must also be reflected in 
renewing cultural policies too. 

It is in this context that a film festival 
in line with the laws that are setting a 
precedent in the world for having 
been based in the strong dialogue 
between organisations, civil society 
and the State. Film was the art form 
that experienced the 20th century and 
which reinvented itself in the new 
millennium to generate new screens, 
enthusiasms, and new visions both in 
front and behind the screen. 

Festivals are eclectic meeting points 
and points of communion for intense 
interchange between filmmakers, 
journalists and the public. But above 
all it is the possibility to open an 
audiovisual lane to represent 
collective, sexual, sensual and social 
desire and that can intellectually 
include all society.

For these reasons it is important to 
recuperate film as a meeting point, a 
place to connect and offer visibility to 
a community’s sensibility. An 
international festival allows us to 
continue looking beyond, to see 
diversity with no boundaries or 
frontiers, to keep broadening the map 
of identities. That is why we have to 
keep searching for cinema that 
provide an inventory of what exists, 
but also show what does not exist 
and what is still invisible.   

Diego Trerotola

ABOUT US

BEING LOVED

ASTERISCO evolves as a public 
initiative, as a way of extending the 
political victories to the cultural and 
symbolic field. It could be argued that 
cultural barriers will not be 
automatically broken as a result of 
these kind of events, but nor must we 
underestimate the power of the 
symbolic. Only 30 years ago, the last 
civil servant who censured Argentine 
film said, in public, that thanks to his 
work our society had not had 
‘problems of homosexuality.’ And only 
15 years ago, the first attempt to 
organise a festival about sexual 
diversity, because the public 
institutions would not fund it. In 
between these two anecdotes there is 
also a third. Upon seeing the gay pride 
march in the film El Censor (Calgagno, 
1995), Raul Alfonsín asked a friend – 
under his breath – if ‘that’ represented 
the advent of democracy. It is clear 
that for the dictatorship’s civil servant, 
but also those who followed him, the 
‘problem’ begins with visibility. And it 
is exactly that quality that first defines 
any audiovisual festival.

There is another quality that is 
necessary but that is not a given: it 
must be developed. It is not enough to 
look for films that allow us to tick all 
the right thematic boxes. The real task 
consists in the challenge of prioritising 
the artistic quality over the activist’s 
conviction, in finding films that use its 
natural visibility to touch the soul of its 
subject. Years ago the critic Alejandro 
Ricagno wrote: ‘We do not want to be 
accepted; we want to be loved.’ That 
is what it is about. 

Fernando Peña

@  info@asterisco.gob.ar

ALBERTINA CARRI

Albertina Carri is, in order of 
appearance: daughter of the 
revolutionaries Ana Maria 
Caruso and Roberto Carri, 
murdered during the last 
military dictatorship; 
screenwriter, producer and film 
director; lesbian, mother, and 
the wife of Marta Dillon. 
She believes that music is 
God, that only art will save the 
world, and that cinema is a 
machine of mass destruction 
of common sense. She feels 
honoured, overwhelmed, 
happy and expectant with the 
challenge of being the artistic 
director of Asterisco, the 
LGBTIQ film festival of his 
beloved country.

DIEGO TREROTOLA

It was a love of cinema and a 
career test that lead him to film 
criticism, which he has done 
avidly since 1995. His writings 
on film have been published in 
Argentina, South Korea, Spain, 
Holland and Poland. His 
passion for the Film Club, 
created by Octavio Fabiano, 
found a channel as curator for 
film and video exhibitions, until 
he was invited to be planner for 
Mar del Plata festival and Bafici. 
He is has been an activist with 
Argentina Homosexual 
Community (CHA). He has 
written for the magazine El 
Amante for over a decade and 
in the Soy supplement in 
Pagina/12 newspaper since it 
was founded. He acted in the 
video El mató a un policía 
motorizado, he played and sang 
in 107 faunos concerts and is in 
the football team on the cover 
of an album by Bestia Bebé.

FERNANDO MARTÍN PEÑA

Cinema historian, collector, 
teacher and programmer. He has 
tried to set up a National Film 
Library, but so far has been 
unable to. While he waits for that 
project to happen, he has built
a blue tower in the depths of the 
suburbs of Buenos Aires to keep 
his personal film collection. 
He lives alongside things that no 
longer exist. He admits to being 
slightly overwhelmed 
representing the heterosexual 
minority in this festival but 
promises to do everything he 
can.

Martín Fresneda - Human Rigths National Secretary 

Carlos Pisoni - Undersecretary of Human Rights Promotion

“When there is a need is when 
rights are born,” to quote an 
Evita Peron speech. He is the 
Under-Secretary at the National 
Promotion of Human Rights 
Secretary in Argentina.  He was 
the representative for the Human 
Rights Secretary at the Memory 
and Human Rights Promotion 
Space (ex ESMA). He is a 
lifelong activist with H.I.J.O.S 
organization.  
His father, Rolando Pisoni and 
his mother, Irene Bellocchio 
were kidnapped and 
disappeared by the Argentine 
dictatorship when Carlos was 
just over a month old. His 
parents believed and fought so 
that 'love and equality rule all 
people,' to quote a Peronist 
phrase. With that inheritance, 
Carlos grew up and based his 
activism in that same belief.
He believes that human rights 
are what make us equal in our 
diversity, which is why we are 
doing this festival. 

Martin Fresneda is a human 
rights lawyer, graduate from 
National University of Córdoba 
and is the current National 
Secretary for Human Rights in 
Argentina.  He is one of the 
founding members of the human 
rights organization H.I.J.O.S 
(Sons and Daughters for Identity 
and Justice, against Forgetting 
and Silence).
Martin is a proud son of Tomás 
Fresneda and María de las 
Mercedes Argañaraz.  In July 
1977, his parents were 
kidnapped in Mar del Plata 
during a military operation 
against a group of lawyers 
activists called “The night of 
Ties”. His mother was pregnant 
of 5 months when she was 
disappeared by the dictatorship. 
Martin is still looking for his 
brother or sister.
He took part in trials for crimes 
against humanity as a lawyer 
representing victims of the 
dictatorship as well as human 
rights organisations.
Before being designated 
National Secretary for Human 
Rigths, he was in charge of 
ANSES in the Córdoba Province 
(National Social Security 
Agency).
Martin Fresneda is one of the 
promoters of the Asterisco 
Festival, seeing it as a tool to 
keep building a culture of human 
rights as well as the broadening 
of civil rights.

FLORENCIA JURI

Florencia Juri was born in 
Mendoza, Argentina, in 1985. 
She has a BA in political 
science from Universidad 
Torcuato Di Tella and attended 
film school at NYU Tisch 
School of the Arts. 

She works as a production 
assistant at El Pampero Cine 
and La Unión de Los Ríos. She 
is the producer of Festival 
Sonar Buenos Aires 2014 and 
a member of the art collective 
Yungas Arte Contemporáneo. 

She believes art is the most 
powerful tool to look into 
unknown and mysterious 
places, to explore human 
sensibilities, to question.

Each project is for her a new 
adventure and she feels very 
happy and honoured to be a 
part of Asterisco, a festival that 
celebrates film and, through it, 
the multiple ways of love.

CAMILO JUÁREZ

Guitarist, DJ, cultural producer, 
human rights activist and 
addict to any type of literature. 
Father of Guadalupe and 
Sabino. 

Baptised in a villa like Ramón 
Camilo Juarez. His first name 
was a tribute to Che Guevara´s 
pseudonym in Bolivia and his 
second name is a tribute to 
Camilo Torres Restrepo, the 
Catholic priest, guerrilla 
combatant and pioneer of 
Liberation theology.  That said, 
he doesn´t believe too much in 
the guerrilla, less in God, 
though neither- thanks to god! 
- does he believe everything he 
hears.

He is the son of Enrique, a film 
maker and Montonero activist, 
and Alicia, cinema and theatre 
stylist as well as the Peronist 
youth (PJ) organization activist. 
Both remain disappeared since 
the military dictatorship.

He loves cinema, though it is 
an unrequited love.

He is looking forward to work 
for the Asterisco Festival and 
take it Hasta la Victoria.
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The Argentine Human Rights Secretary is organizing the first International 
LGBTTIQ [Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, Transgender, Intersex and 
Queer] Film Festival. The purpose is to introduce a rich and vast number 
of foreign films, along with their filmmakers, in order to encourage culture 
dissemination and the development of film industry. Also, the festival aims 
at celebrating through films the multiple ways of living and loving in today’s 
world, of forming relationships and building families, and living in equality 
while respecting differences  

The first edition of Asterisco Festival will take place from June 3 to June 8, 
2014. It will include an International Competition of Feature and Short films, 
as well as other categories and retrospectives  

Submitting films to the Festival is free and open to both Argentine and foreign 
films, including full-, medium- and short-length films, in the fictional, anima-
tion, documentary and experimental categories. Films must have been fin-
ished after May 1, 2013.

In order to submit a film for selection, the following steps must be followed:  
a) Fill in the online registration form,  
b) Send the link or DVD to Espacio para la Memoria y para la Promoción 
y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos,  Av. del Libertador 8151, Ciudad de 
Buenos Aires (C1429BNC) Argentina. 
Phone number: 54 11 4702.9920.  E-mail: festivalasterisco@jus.gov.ar 
 
all shipping, export and import costs are at the filmmaker’s expense. DVDs 
submitted to the Festival for the selection process will not be returned, how-
ever they will never be used or reproduced for commercial purposes.

The Festival will pay for the return of the copies of the selected films, exclud-
ing any additional charges incurred by customs, or any other taxes in the 
country of origin. It is the responsibility of each filmmaker to inform the Fes-
tival of the date and address to return said copies. If this information is not 
provided within two weeks after the end of the Festival, films will be returned 
to the sender’s address. The Festival assumes no responsibility for any issues 
this may cause.  

SECTION 1 

SECTION 2

SECTION 3

SECTION 4

SECTION 5
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Argentine and foreign films will take part in the “International Competition” 
(feature-length, documentaries and fictional films). Films must be in 35mm 
or HD, with subtitles in English (mandatory). Films must have been finished 
after May 2013, and must not have been screened in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Films that have taken part in festivals outside Argentina may participate in 
the International Competition. There will be awards for “Best Feature Film” 
and “Best Short Film”. The Jury will make Special Acknowledgements where 
appropriate, giving the reasons for such mentions. There will only be one win-
ner per prize. No film may receive more than two awards, and no prize may 
remain unawarded. The award will be decided by majority decision by the jury. 

AWARDS:

Best Feature Film: TBD

Best Short Film: Canal Encuentro Award. Screening of the win-
ning short film on the Argentine television channel “Encuentro”.

Documentaries, fictional and experimental films recorded in 35mm or video 
will take part in the “International Short Film Competition”. They must have 
been completed after May 2013. Copies of films to be screened must be sub-
titled in English or Spanish. A jury will announce the “Best Short Film” win-
ner in the International Competition

If a film gets selected, the Asterisco Festival will inform the candidate (Di-
rector, Producer, Distributor or Sales Agent), who will submit the materials 
requested in the Registration Form as soon as possible. These materials will 
be used in the festival programme, web site, press releases, and advertising 
and promotion of the Festival.

The Asterisco Festival may use short clips of Argentine or foreign films (3 
minutes maximum) for promotional purposes —clips from short films may not 
exceed 10% of their total length. If the clips were not provided by the film’s 
producer, the Asterisco Festival may cut sections from the film to be screened 
for promotional purposes during the Festival. In order to promote the festival 
schedule and each of the participating films, the Festival may use photos and 
short clips (less than 3-minute long) on the official website.  

SECTION 6

SECTION 7

SECTION 8

SECTION 9
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SECTION 10

SECTION 11

SECTION 12

SECTION 13

SECTION 14

SECTION 15

SECTION 16

SECTION 17

The selected films will be available online at the Festival’s Film Library for
a limited time. The Film Library will be used exclusively by the media and
accredited Festival guests. By submitting a film, those entitled to the film’s
rights grant permission to include the film in the Film Library, unless otherwise
stated in the registration form. To this end, filmmakers will be asked to provide 
copies in the required format, upon request. Trailers will be received and dis-
tributed at the Festival offices.

Once a film is scheduled, it may not be withdrawn from the Festival.

Films listed in any Category may not be commercially premiered in Argen-
tina, nor may they be screened anywhere else, until the Festival has officially 
ended.

Each film may be screened up to five (5) times during the Festival, including 
an additional press screening, if required. They may also be included in the 
Festival’s tour throughout Argentina. 

Films will be shown in the original language, with Spanish subtitles.

Producers and distributors of films that receive awards agree to use the Fes-
tival logo in promotional materials and press kits. This applies to film pre-
mieres and DVD distribution. The logo will be available at the Festival offices. 
All awards that are not received in person at the Closing Ceremony may be 
collected at the Festival offices in Buenos Aires, up until one month after the 
end of the event.

The copy to be used for the screening must be received by May 5, 2014, at the 
address indicated in the Registration Form.

The Festival takes responsibility for the cost of storage and insurance of films 
during the Festival. The Festival will not pay for any customs import or export 
fees at the film’s country of origin. In case of damage, loss or any other is-
sue, the Festival Management must receive such claim up to a month after 
the date of delivery by the Festival. The Festival will not cover more than the 
cost of printing a new copy, in accordance with the current rates in Labs for 
printing a standard copy.  
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The Festival Management reserves the right to resolve any type of dispute. 
Any issues arising from omissions in these terms and conditions will be re-
solved by the Festival Management.

By participating in the Asterisco Festival, the interested party agrees on the 
Festival’s terms and conditions. 

SECTION 18

SECTION 19


